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Although Warren is a straight shot from
Boston (three and a half highway hours),
it's a haul from New York. “Five solid hours
on a good day," Mr. Hayes said. Throw in
snow and congestion, and it can take up to
¢ight hours.”

has its -y

miss some of the convenlences of the big-
box stores,” Mrs. Vannozzi said. And given
the severe weather and the mountainous to-
pography, she said, she “should have antici-
ted the power outages.” Like any proper
country girl, though, she has learned to deal
with it. 1 just build a lot of fires,” she said.

The Real Estate Market

It takes some luck to find an affordable
home in Warren. Alison and Brian Nathan,
Bostonians in their 30°s who are avid skiers,
are looking for a single-family condo in the
$200,000 price range and have been outbid
twice since fall 2004; both times, the proper-
ties sold for about 10 percent more than the
asking price. “At the moment, there’s noth-
ing on the market we're interested in,” Mrs.
Nathan said.

“There’s virtually nothing you'd consider
habitable under $200,000,” said Bill Elliott,
an agent for Sugarbush Real Estate, which
has no affiliation with Sugarbush Resort.

the medbm listing price for a condo has ris-

en from $34,500 to $165,000 in two years.
“The quintessential Vermont farmhouse

exists only in memory,” Mr. Elliott said. In

Mad River sold for $270,000 last summer af-
ter a week on the market.

Land is in short supply. Eight-five percent
of Warren is covered in forest, most of i!
United States Forest Service land. The steej
topography of the remaining private land
keeps it from being developed. “In Califor-
nia, you can hang your house on a hill, but

won't let us do that here, and for good
reason,” Mr Elliott said.

mslrucﬂm. 18
scs million in the first phase of the multi-
ar residential project that will include
y Brook, a 61-unit complex a few steps
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from the lifts.

Architects, laborers and people in the
crafts are in abundance. According to the
2000 census, 13.5 percent of the town's labor
force is self-employed (the ski resort is the
largest employer for other residents).
cenders discover they

And as more week
can work remotely from Warren, they are
moving there fulltime, trading their ski
condos for year-round homes. “After 9/11,"
Mrs. Vannozzi sald, “we realized how im-
portant it was to do what you love now and
not wait."

LAY OF THE LAND

POPULATION 1,681,
$12€ 42 square miles.
LOCATION Central Vermont

WHO'S BUYING Couples from Boston
and New York who want to ski on the
weekends without maddening crowds.
GETTING THERE Burlington Internation-
al Airport is about a 45-minute drive
from Warren. By car from the New
York area, take Interstate 87 north to
Exit 20 and then follow Route 149 east
1o Route 4. Turn left on Route 100 and
continue north to Warren. From Bos-
ton, take Interstate 93 North to Inter-
state 89 North and get off at Exit 10
(Waterbury). Then head about 20
miles south on Route 100.
WHILE YOU'RE LOOKING A Cross between
adeer camp and Aunt Millie’s farm-
house, the Hyde Away Inn (Route 17,
Waltsfield; 800-777-4933; www
hydenvraytnn .com) hasa arestaurant,
a tavern and pool room and 10 small
but comlomble rooms for $69 o $189
ast. Dogs are permit-
ledfounlddlﬁmll $10 aday. The
Pitcher Inn (275 Main Street, War-
ren; 802-496-6350; www.pitche-
rinn.com), a Relais & Chateaux prop-
erty, is more upscale. Its 11 rooms
and suites have jetted tubs, Wi-Fi ac-
cess and CD players; some have
steam showers and wood-burning
fireplaces, Rates start at $350 and in-
clude breakfast and afterncon tea.

WHAT 2-bedroom house
HOW MUCH $325,000

This 1790’s house has a shingle roof, hand-
hewn beams, wide-plank floors, a gas fire-

VARE Real Estate, (802) 496-2506;
‘www.varerealestate.com.

WHAT 3-bedroom house
HOW MUCH $485,000

‘This 2,545-square-foot contemporary-style
house has birch radiant-floor heating, a
deck, a gas fireplace, two and a half bath-
rooms and a heated two-car garage. The
property, between Sugarbush and Mount
Ellen, is 2. 3acmwilh views of the Green

WHAT 4-bedroom house
HOW MUCH $932,000

‘This house, which was built in 1987, Ison
35 acres of woodlands and pastures
East Warren. The property mcludes two
spring-fed ponds, one stocked with bass,
the other with trout. The house has a fire-
place, four bathrooms and views of the
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